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Taking the leap… 

1. Discuss the quotes and questions below with your classmates: 

 Is your idea of success the same as your parents’ idea of success? 
 How do you handle failure? 
 If you knew you couldn’t fail, what would you do? 
 Have you experienced any failures that made your life better? 
 Is there a right time to give up and stop trying? Or should you never give up? 

 

2. Look at the expressions below and divide them into two categories: success (S) and 
failure (F). When you are finished compare with your partner. 

1. A foot in the door 
2. At a low ebb 
3. To be in the bag 
4. To blow up in one’s face  
5. To come a long way 

6. To fall flat 
7. To go to the dogs 
8. To make a comeback 
9. To make a killing 
10. To throw in the towel 

 

3. Complete the questions below with the missing idioms and answer them in pairs or 
small groups. 

 
1. Can making contacts help you get a _______ in the _______ when it comes to 

getting a job? 
2. Do you think the education system today has gone to the ______? 
3. Have you ever had a plan ______ up in your ______? 
4. How do you feel when something you have worked on for ages is finally in the 

______? 
5.  How do you maintain a positive attitude when you find yourself at a ______ 

ebb? 
6. How quickly do you bounce back when something you have been trying to 

achieve for a long time falls ______? 
7. Is it important to seize every opportunity that presents itself in order to ______ 

a ______ way? 
8. Is making a ______ a good measure of success? 
9. When is it TOO early to ______ in the ______? 
10. Why do you think people often struggle to make a ______ after a failure? 

 

 

 

 


